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The Wealth Concept as an
Integrative Factor in Tolowa-Tututnl

Culture

Along the Pacific coast from approximately Crescent City in
California to Port Orford in Oregon there exsisted some eighteen
Athabascan speating settlements which are generally grouped into three
tribes, the Tolowa, the Chetco and the Tututni. These tribal
divisions are arbitrary categories based on slight dlalectic differences.
In reality there were a series of villages located usually on river
mouths and claiming well defined territories along the coast., Inland,
the boundaries between village territorles were less sharply delimited.
No river had inland settlements of importance except the Rogue;up
which some five villagzes of Tututni were located. In aboriginal
times there must have been a population of approximately three
thousand. Today only a small remnant of Tolowa still remain in situ,.
Of the Tututni a handful of survivors is located on Siletz reservation
to which the tribe was taken in 1856. Culturally the Tolowa-Tutuﬂ:.nlﬂ
are clogely releted tq that sub-area of ke northwest coast culture
whose s£2;£;o¢:;;;£;;t£;;;J::S::;od among the Yurok amd-¥arok of the
Klamath river in northwestern California. However the Tolowa-Tut@@i
represent an internally marginal people Whose gocial, ritual and
material exgistence was far less complex than that of either their
northern or southern neighbors.

Mr, Philip Drucker of the University of California has
studied the ethnography of these Athabascan groups for two years and
his detailed report will appear later. Meanwhile Mr Drucker has
‘kindly placed his notes at my disposal. These, in additlon to ﬁiaé;;;
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observations, form the baslis of this sketch.A\Mn Druczer has been
consulted in drawing up these comments and his sugzestions have
often been followed; however, I assume full responsibility for
any brashness of interpretation on the basie of material which is
unavéidably fragmentary. It is not my purpose to present detalled
ethnographic data but simply to ef%rpt guch material as is applicable
to my interpretations.

Not every culture integrates 1ts social behavior to
a few dominating attitudes, nor need every aspect, even of a
relatively integrated culture,necessarlly be aligned with major
social preoccupations. It is the purpose of this paper to demons tr-
ate that the emphasis on wealth among the Tolowa-Tututni permeates

and shapes a large part of soclal behavior, tha%ﬁtraits may be

lent lntenaity and nuances XAZXXAXXIAXAXAEX by such 1ntegrat1ve ?

e e

emphases/whlch are lacking in other areas and that such emohasee

combine with or produce, related attitbudes which embrace the‘
behavior
bulk of the cultural asxiiuimx recorded for these people. There
are other phases of their cwibbwmal 11ife,however,which cannot be
subsumed under the integrative attitudes of the culture. When
one considers that the contenft of any cglture 1s an accumuéltion
of diverse historical factors, the surprising aspect 1s that
integration has been achieved at all. The amorphous composition
of neighboring tribes in north central Califorﬁa&)indicatea that
even where the cultural content 18 not very different, integrative
stresses may be absent and the resulting cé%é&;éﬂ are worlds apart.
The addition or subtraction of traits will not yield the
differences which separate the Tolowa-Tututni from, let us say,
the Wintu.

Emphasis on wealth has long been recognized as part of

7. Qu Botn, Coros Al o niglas, M 34298 -262, 232,




the northweat coast culture to which the Tolowa-Tututnl belong. Lixke
other tribes along this co-st, they have a rich subsistence

provided by 4 bountiful environment, &and a relatively dense
o

population. This point has Dbeen gtressed sufficiently often to need
no elaboration.

Before discussing the specific aspects of wealth emphasis
among the Tolowa-Tututni, I should 1li%e to make a distinction between
subsistence and prestlige economy. By subsistence economy is meant
the exploitation of the plentiful natural resources available to
any industrious sndividual. Although there were privately owned
fisnhning siltes, ordinarily these were used freely by any person within
the village group. Tae only restriction upon the use of such lowatlion:
was the temporary mourner's rights. A breach of these rignts led
to fines, but otherwise every i{ndividual was free Lo pursue his
subsistence activities. "Individuals Who had been lazy or ineffilclent
in gathering food ... Were forced to buy it. If they were too
poor to pay for it, they were given food by othere but they were
1ooked down upon.'Anybody could do what he 1iked with them.'" /

By prestige economy on the other hand, 1s meant a series of

social Prerogatlveﬂ and status values. They included a large range
of phenomena $rom wives LO formulae for supernatural zompulsion.
They embraced mourners' privilefges and innumerable nersonal dignlitles,
the disregard of which was cause for compensation rezardless of
intent.

In addition to these two forms of economic activity, the

"h_ 9..,':}1_ Y
Tolowa-Tututnl pessess certain" treasures' whlch possess, a minimum

4.;
sonsumption value, and which functioq as mymEx media of exchange.

et

Du Bois,op.cit. 255.
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Primary among thesehg;; dentalia which are the most standardized
medium and which most nearly approxlmabebtue criteria of money
established by economists, viz. durability,divisibility, rarity
portability and homogenity. Other shells, woodpecker scalps,
rare pelts, obsidian blades and certain regalia also serve to a
lesser extent 1in transacting ncgdtiations. The significant
point in the economic 1ife of these tribes is that these monies
servegas z medium of exchange primarily in the realm of prestige
economy rather than subsistence economy. For example, they are
not accustomed to translate the value of dried salmon OTr A
oaskét into dentalia and then maxe exchantes whoge dentalla
equivalents are of equal value. In the realm of subsistence economy
the Tolowa-Tututni were on a barter basis without translation into
another medium - which is the essence of money economp. In their
prestize economy, however, they were definitely money minded and
wealth values Were assochated with social status. A1l individuals
were brought up with tae socilal ideal of driving a nard bargzaln,
of pushing every advantage by means of haggling, &and thereby of
establishing themselves socially. ©Since one of tneﬁé;;;ées for
acquiring money was tne dignity-insult device, & "touchiness"
developed which nhas been characterized as paranold Dy Benedict for
other regions of the northwest coast. /

In attempting generalizations concerning the limited
sphere in whicn money pperates, it 1is {mportant not O overdraw amd
over simplify the plcture. Thus, a statement was made in a precedh3g

paragraph that an improvident person might be forced to buy food 1f

he had any money. Actually, a rich man would probably rarely 1if

/ Benedict, Ruth. Patterns of Culture, 2.22; '%39




ever, find himself without food; while a poor man could ususally
depend upon the bounty of a rich kinsman for reasons explained
subsequently. Also there were certain phases of subsistence

economy Which overlapped those of prestige. For instance, a stranded
whale was carefully divided on a status basis and any trespass upon the
sectlion allotted a given person was bitterly resented and even led to
bloodshed. Similarly, the first sealing trip of the year was the
prerogative of the person most recently bereaved. 1In essence, however,
these overlaps between subsistence activities and prestize values is
referrable to sensitivity about prestige values rather than to an
actual struggle for livelihood in xnxmmm a subslstence scnse, On the
whole it may be sald with complete validity that the Tolowa-Tututni were
on a barter basis in the realm of subsistence economy. Further'more
the favorable environment made even barter a minor activity. Nixkinm

In addition, food was shared by the ppovident witn the improvident
within the village group. A successful hunter was expected to be
liberal with his %kinsmen. The 1ndiydalism and sched@}ng parslmoniy

of prestige economy did not extend to subsistence.

Comparisons have been made between wealth preoccupations
of the northwest coast and weﬁtern European soclety. Although there is
much validity in this contention, differences are revealed upon
analysis. In our culture,for instance, subsistence economy functions
on a money basis whereas among thne Tolowa-Tututnl the interplay
between money and subsistence was shown to be at a minimum. Money
was aerviéable in tae purchase of social protectlion,and prestige,in
sex and in maingaining familial status, but it entered hardly at all
into the subsistence equation. In Euro-American socliaty money per se
has acquired social value secondarily through the operation of that
principle which Valhinger / calls the "law of the _reponderance of the

means ofer the end}." Today money 1is the essential medium through

/ Valhinger, \. Sw. 7\ ) °P\"3 o "W .,& SRV o nasnmel Q2 S,
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which our subsistence economy operates and secondarily it nas ac-

quired prestige values. In Tolowa-Tututni soclety the equation 1is

different. Subsistence economy 1is divorced from prestige wesdsn and

money operates in the latter realm. We do not kXnow the history of
dren iy, Dt

money in relation to subsistence and prestige wealth iz Tolowa-
Tututni spedetsy as we do in European society, but as it functioned
within the period under observation there is no indication that their
money was anything but a device for dealing in a limited set of
social recognitions. There is no hint that money was ever very
important in determining whether a man were well or poorly fed and
housed. In our society housing add food hawe become symbols of
soclal rank because money has come to function in both subsistence
and prestige economy. For Euro-American soclety the following
equation might be suggested: subslstenceﬁ:; money -—- pretige.

In Tolowa-Tututni society the equation would be: subsistence —

(money t> prestige)

-
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This divorce between the two forms of economy not only
gsets apart the Tolowa-Tutttnl system from that of western Europe, it
also distinguishes it to a lesser extent from the northwest coast
culture of British Columbia. In this area the potlatch feasts were
a concomitant of every rich man's social obligations. Subsistence
wealth became a primary concern of every wealthy man's soclal
activity. Prestize wealth and subsistence economy Were not linked
‘directly throughthe medium of 3 money system but they'Were related t&
through the LENX x feast tradition. Among the Tolowa=Tututni, on the
other hand, the feast motif was minimal and was not recognlzed as
part of every rich man's soclal dutles in order to maintain hils
13\'730&*@ .
presiise.

In addition another difference in attitude toward wealth
sharply marks off the Tolowa-Tututni from the 3ritish Columbia tribes.
The distribution and destruction of property for prestige purposes
in British Columbla were not only unknown to the Tolowa-Tututni, but
theylseemed utterly preposterous when 1t was sugzeseted to them. The
extent to Which the distribution of property was foreign to them ig
implied in the behévlor of the fdllowing anecdote. The incident
must have occurred in 1854 or 1855 immediately prior to the removal

to Siletz reservation.

— A Rogue River girl{Tutoten) married a man from Port Orford

(Kwatami). That night the Port Orford people held a dance and the




man's father brokte some strings of dentalia and threw them around.
Anybody could pick them up. &(the informant) was ashamed so I
didn't get any . I gueg;I was pretty stupid."

c————1 should judge from this account that the idea of gift
distribution had percolated down from the north in recent his$oric
times and that a Port Orford man had attempted to imitate what he
had heard or seen. Obviously however he had no cefmonial
mechanisms at his command; nor did he have any asslistance from his
guests in carrying out a procedure whélph seemed nothing short of
insane to them. The informant still laughse at the procedure, consi-
ders 1t:1ud1crous performance and i1s rueful that she did not join
in the general scramble which followed the scattering of the
shelks.

In relation to the absence of the potlatch, We encounter one
of the fundamental attitudes of the Tolowa-Tututni toward wealth.
They possessed a consistency and realism in this respect wheih
differentiates them frogjgritish Columbia peoples. Wealth is
desirable as the source of all social advantages and preeminences.
To destroy or distribute it with a gesture of disdain, as do the

more northerly people,6 is to them a preposterous anomaly and quite

beyond their comprehension.

a¥= Q O 0 W al= - =“Wa - - 0 1) . “Ta 0 We
concept of
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r,The Tolowa-Tututni arek%}fgjdifferentw ted from the British
Columbia peoples Dby the absence of &ﬂélboncept of iInterest on
loans. Although the general wealth stress.is directed toward
acquieition rather than display and destruction, they seem to
have lacked this device for accumulating wealth. It is a peculiar
omiesion whose history is probably irrecoverable. Toca greater or
lesser extent such inconsietencies are present in every social
structure.

The degree to which subsistence and prestige economy are

divorced, the absence of the potlatch with the attendant realistic

attitude toward accumualting wealth and the absence of interest on

loane serve in ajprt to create an economic sub-area 1in a predominanth

northwest coast culture which is as different, for example, as

communis’%ic Russia and capitalistic western Europe.

o
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Within the sub-area however, a further distinction can bDe
drizguztheen the Tolowa-Tututnl and the Yurox whom Kroeber conslders
tnethCuB of thlshggg;;noa. The difference was adumbrated previously
when it was duggested that the Tolowa were internally marginal.

There is among the Tututni, in particular, a surpriging paucity of
ceremonialism if we define ceremonialism as group ritualism. Thelr
only regular ceremony is the ten.nigat dance of the winter season.
There are in addition the Vidagry dance after a war and the more or
less soclal gatherings for shamanistilc initiations, but these two
occasqiona are motivated by individual crises and do not represent
celebratione for the social group as a unit. Even girls' adolescence

Yoo s Bl )

dances are lacking among the Tututnil whersas gpe Tolowquossess them.,
Similarly, feasts are only occasional and on a small scale. There 1s a
minimum of relaxation from the strained preoccupation with wealth.
Esthetic outlets are as.meager as the social ones. Formerly they
possessed no musical instuments. Tﬁe square s'tin drum is a recent

introduction. Prior to that time the nearest approach to any {nstrumsiad

accoma*niment to songs was a stick for pounding roof or wall planks.
Tha "{ﬂnwuw-'t; Yook Bran boakitan WO
Simitarty, Tututnl baskeiry—was admitted sy:&hca=#6=5e inferior to

that.&f the Xlamath river. The esame held for thelr stone, xmxxxamd
wood and horn work. All this reflects a certain dour pauclty 1n
esthetic and social 1ife which presents a very d@ifferent plcture from
must have had
that given for their southern neighbors. Thls mxxkd gg!; distinct
bearing on their wealth outlook. The Yurok had a series of localized
world renewinz ceremonies whose climax lay in the elaborate displays
of treasure on the last day. Comparable was the WEXXXR ten nilgat dance
of the Tututni, but the quantity and the quallty of displayed
objects were less impressive and the whole ceremonial atmospnere far
less dramitic. ExErEfzrexxaEakixxdizpiaxx Thls sub-area é;zgaig;d

Wwealth display ceremonies, as opposed to potlatches, for derl'vlng
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soclial satisfaction and preatige-oétentablon for it s wealth
pattern. However the Tututni had less satisfactory expressions of
this sort than the Yuro%. The Tolowa seemef to lle half way betwaan
the two. This does not mean that the intensity of the wealth
preoccupation was any less, e but that it was more

introverted.

We are now ready to consider specifically how the wealth
attitudes functioned-in Tolowa-Tututni soclety and how far tneir
ramifications permeated and shaped social institutions.

The social unit 1s the exogamous village consisting
primarily of paternal %in. Despite this definition of the soclial
unit, no gens existed in Tglowa-Tututnl consclousness. The same
situation has been commented upon by Xroeber for the Yuro%. Comparable
to the absence of the gens concept, was the absence of any concept
of soclety as an abstract tertium quid regulating relationships
between persons. All relatlionships were individualized. It is
important to realize that this meant thereiwas no political
organization. Therefore there were no crimes in the strict sense
of the word. All injuries, whether insult,mayhem or murder, were
torts for which compensating payments could buy atonement. In
theory at least there was no infringement which a money transactlion

would not settle. In a soclety of this type, the papprocnement



between 1aw and finance becomes much more intimate than we are
accustomed to envisage it. In fact, the two almost reach identity.
Where law and finance are so closely allied in theory, wealth and
social power become identified to a marked dezree in practice.

Social equilibrium was the vested interest of the rich man who
dominated each village. As a Tolowa informant said, "Poor people

cant, say anything. They haven't money to talk with..." The richman
functioned as a state surrogate. He was by preference the intermediary
in the settlements for injuries and it was to hisown best interest

to be a negotiator in dispates. This was due to the concept of
referred responsibility. By referred responsiblility is meant that
ultimately it might be incumbent upon the rich man of a village to
make payments for the torts committed by any of his village “insme .
This asttitude is consistent with Tolowa-Tututni realism concerning
wealth which was brought out in relation to the potlatch. Responsibllity
meant payments, and resﬁonslﬁillty therefore rested ultimately on

him who could pay. For example, if a poor young man from Tutoten

killed & man from Kwatami, it was the duty of the Tutoten richman




.{—
to see that the weregeld was paild. Should peaceful nezgoglations
: % richman, rather than that
fail and a feud result, the 1life of the EARE XA EXRAAX X MBXREXE X

of the 1nef5n1flcant murderer, would be considered adequate compensgas
tion. The object of most Tolowa-Tutqéi feuds was not to %11l the

“

gullty person in our sense of the word, but tne most important bné'
1. 24 T PUPRIPIS, i 5 g
of—the=auddsly jIroup.

This system of referred responsibility functioned
precisely and directly to produce social alignment. It was to the
interest of every richman to see that the %in under his jugrisdictiam
should not embroil Aim in difficultihes which would either diminish
his wealth or threaten his 1ife. It was customary for the richman
or some other responsible adult to exhort the youths in the sweat

Thruat nb Lo\t “""»-'\(‘L.o:\-b""/:-
house not to quarrel with neighbors. Twds may not represent aw

mxnixxX system of ethical education comparable Lo ours, but BTy

e
was- probably as efficacious in achieving soclal g00d behavior it Heoust
m@w ewlas

AL
Adsy A Wee based directly on the paramount soclal good of the seedety, namely

wealth,

We see that the widespread Indian custom in which youth 18 exhorted
"to be good, not to quarreljetc. was intensified in Tolowa-Tututnl
culture by itse direct reference to the wealth value deeply

embedded in everyone's socilal conschousness.

The problem of holding the less wealthy in control
has been indicated as a function of the wealth concept accepted by
all individuals within xx® Tolowa-Tututni soclety. However, the
question arises in how far the absolutism of the richman can be held
in check for the general welfare of the group where poladtical
organization does not exist as a tertium quid to preserve a balance

wiGA, Bt
of power. The answer lies in tiae mutual(dependence of both classes

of society. If the poor man depended on the rich one for payment of

obligations, the ricﬁ:?an depended on the brawn and good will

TR T




of the poor which was the underlying threat in every negdﬁfation.
Haggling over fines was basic to every settlement and the most
successful haggler was often the one who could muster the greater
show of pmwmx force., Everytime a group o;:?;dividual parted with
wealth in payment for a tort it was because the threat of
mayhem or death was a very possible alternative. Fundamentally

potential
theeﬁviolence labricated the social machinery. The following

J

anecdote i1llustrates a number of points in connection with
the checks upon the absolutism of the rich.

" R Port Orford mam (Kwatami) man had a wife from Coquille
whom he %illed. About ten months after she was buried, her family
asked this richman wyp there to get another wife. His people were
gick of him. He used to bully them into giving him hides and money
He was & mean man. When he went up to Coquille he took four of his

‘relatives along with him. He thought they would help him fight.
He went to the Coquille people and just as he stepped in the house
they %illed him. His relatives were glad to be rid of him and
didn't help him. They just carried his body home to be buried.
They didn't try to k¥i1ll anyone in revenge. They felt the score
was even.,"
It 18 clear from accounts of this nature that a rich
man dependn3upon the goodwill of his %in group if het;:Jlo hold
" 12~§?eck the latent violence of individual competitlion. He
couwl

ee=pmot therefore function as an autoerat, but instead as a

successful business man and s%illful diplomat.
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Fl i The institution of slavery was also tinted with the
Lé :E general wealth emphasis. Slaves were not taken in war but were
:?f% acquired through unpaid debt. A man bExame Wwho became indebted
i . to a richman might himself enter into slavery, or,mére probably,
{1 ? would transfer a child in lieu of payments Debts could be
;jZ} incurred only in the realm of prestige economy as it has been stated
té;{g previously. Therefore slaves became a source of prestige
"’, ; ostentation. They were symbols of money once owned and loaned.The
“: 3 word ostentation is used advisedly in connection with slavery since
tici slaves Were BEXMAXXXIMEXIXXIAZXEEXIAXXAXXAAXKXKERPIXXALXNANEX never
5 sold and were therefore of no value in increasing a man's supply of

money. A slave did assist in subsistence occupations but these

E%Iffﬁ His
{'* were not a source of income. Bh® status was approximately that of a
]
EMQ poor relative.He 1ived in the richman's household, was well treated
/>7é _ . Enk
3 : é as 8 rule and in return his loyalty and support was expected. In
é -1”‘ 9--—\—“.\'- \-\,\._\I"-\.‘;..
z : g reality slavery was almost a form of adoptlon. From eme/informant
< ‘
}3,5 { no hint of the exsistence of slavery could be secured until the
d -'? d—-— = )JN\ C~ r\.uf_rm"v\*ﬁm%

subject of adoption was brought up.) It was not unusual/
m\"-ﬁ ‘A_M&-o—l- 45‘4% N o GMMR'-&;A.O.\JJ\LA )Sc\ \ria vousnlla, MM.

Apurchase awife—fow: hif—male—elave, or bmsedf {o-Rallj—a—i onate
8lave~ Obviously slavery was not hereditary.xag Scar§cely more onus
seemed attached to 1t than to poverty, of which it was essentdilly
a reflection. Informants when they wWere questioned directly said
there were twp social groups, the rich and the poor. Slaves, apparent.\r

were lumped with the latter rather than forming a Xr®up ZEXIAERIXENAX

separate catezory.




Wealth not only pervades the fields of law,ethics,
slavery and the maintenance of social order; it is also basic
to marriage where one of its greatest elaborations occurs. Bride
prices were about equal to blfod money ,which means that they varied
from about $80. to £150. As in weregeld settlements the wealth
status of the individual served to determine the price finally

agreed upon. The system of haggling held in this fi®ld also.




What a man pakt was paid for his daughter, an insult or an infringe
ment of his rights directly reflected his social ranking and it

was to hie interest to drive as sharp a bargain as possible,
Whether bargainifn was the direct result of the wealth emphasis is
impossible to say, but that it reflected and héightened monetary
engrossmente 1s beyond doubt. Marriage settlemente were inter-
familial affairs. The large carefully decorated dentallia which few

moet valuable

formed the Xaxxmxt part of the bride price were displayed on shallow
m\mmww allow - 3 A rerstasen L‘X Q o Nalligs

baskets, aadAWere known to influential men of the community much
as bibliophilegmigggathe MALUXE hiégry, condition and location of
rare editions. With the bride went a dowry,the most important paam
of which was an elaborately decorated buckskin dancing dress
presented to the groomks mother.Lhnuﬂdba{;t mé;;iagé\thgre was |
an exchange between famllles which was only slightly in favor 0 f-tha wromena
ammdety Weagares | denalaid o (Pl
the—biides When theﬂrﬁknﬂhils are js¥¥en dollarSwadmes and equated.
Nevedless
BatAthe fiction existed that a man was enriched by tde marrying
off his daughter. The bearing of this point will appear later.
Actually the bride price was in the nature of a deposit mXihxkk by
the grooms family with the brides. It established a series of mutual
obligations and the brother-in-law became one of the groom's most
desirable allies in all 1itigation. Meanwhile the groomh family
had various liens on the deposited bride prive and for that reason
families attempted to teep bride prices intact. For instance,
divorce meant the return of all exchanged properties, including the
dowry dress.QObviously it was to the interest of the bride's family
to see that the marriage was stable.Here again we find a financial
motive functioning as a social stabilizer. In how far the bride's
family would permit her to be flagrantly abused before permitting

her to return would depend upon the rapacity of the parents. Kroeber

says that the Yurok did not permit their daughters to be




111-used. The Tututni custom of torturing a wife suspected of

adultery whech will be described later, suzgests that they were

aflusesurd
not 8o squeémish as their southern neighbors. If the marriage

contract between two families is abrogated by death, the bride's
may and generally does
familyﬁ?fferp a substitute instead of returning the bride price,

We recognize in this procedure the institution of the sororste;
but because the ever present wealth emphasis is involved, it has
added connotations and intensities which are 1ack1ng'in areas like
north central Galiforntt‘for instance.

Another 1ien which the man's ¥Mas upon the bride price
his
is concerned with the death offcnildren. If a child dies, the wife's
[N
family ¥8 obligated to pay the husband for the value of that child.
waialel waka
He in turn a return gift slightly larger in value 8o that
s Suehn protsdiing wos waT oiiram ey | Vieegh ) POty
ultimately the husband 4= the 1ocfser. If a woman lemwes. her hasbmd
WY A

after bearing a child, the price of the child &= subtracted from

the bride price. After a cerﬁ?in number of children hauc been born,
they une consideredA:;;;i;;ﬁi‘tﬁe bride price and the womanH;;;J;ézunux
to her family without submitting them to financial obligations.

The flfnééial aspects of the marriage contract may be
supmarized in the following manner. The price pald for the bride
;;cznly fictitiously as Large as the sums usually stated by the
Anformants since the bride's family #:;::La partial return in

wey 31fts. Marriage established a mutual help contract between famllles
It % considered desirable to hold
Phe bride price xrxxeX® in deposit against future contingencies.

WY
In case of dilvorce the contract 48 volded by the return of both

Wy
the bride price and the dowry.In case of death the contract s
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continued by substituting another spouse from within the famillies
wWon
concerned. A sufficient number of children ¥ the equivaleant of

LAECy
fulfilling the marriage contract and only after their birth AxEx ;i
\ )
the wife's family free of the liens om on the bride price. éa;gaae
\.,w:\‘ \_ma Qo S X

\
e By, O

children died,the et which the husband

%hm&u!qwfa& uJ'\U«..l\. bu-w\(a i) “-.\_, o -'Lﬂn-'ﬁ’;,\, ANLNASAN Vi :
\“hﬂmn&!'iliﬁ:ﬁﬂi==l:::m~ We see from this situation that the bride

il
nrice gg& be interpreted as a loan which the woman workzﬁoff Por

the benefit of her family by bearing children. The exchange of pay-
Pl

men t8 upon the death of a child m&y be envisaged as a pledge of

good faith on the part of both parties to the contract. Tae

In the 1ight of this system, the legal obligations, or the

principle of reciprocity as Malinoweki envisages 1it, ;gﬂmotivated
directly by financial interests. Once more it 1s essentially the
wealth motif which ma'tes the social wheels turn and which places

the reciprocal social obligations of the institution of marriage

in the 1ight of money interests.




Tne impregnation of the institution of marriaze with the
dominant wealth preoccupations served to color sex and familial
relationshipe, especially in the realm of post-marital sex transgresslons,
Adul tery was not only an offense against the highly sensitized egos
of the Tolowa-Tututni; it was also an offense against vested interests
and was treated as such. The following anecdote illustrates the extreme
to which such cases might be carried.

" A Rogue River(Tutoten) man was jealous of his wife. One day

he told her to zather a lot of wood. So she brought in a lot that
day, good dry wood as he had told her. Late that afternoon he bulit

a fire, a big blaze. She asked why he was doing that. She didn't ‘en

xnow what he was going to do. Then another man came in. She didn't

‘- o
>

Xnow what was the matter. Then her husband and the other man took
her by the arms and held her near tae fire. Her husband asked if
she had stolen a man (committed adultery). She didn't answer, 8O
they shoved her farther in the fire. They asked her again and she
said no. She got all burned down her front. If a woman tells who

the man is, they let her go and go after the man and 111 him.
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Sometimes he says he will pay and they let him go."

o

\

N

N
S

~»

This tale 1s not an isolated instance of a sadistic
tndividual. It was a generally knewn device, but probably it
was resorted to only in rare cases. If the méle culprit were
:aughg nhe might be the victim of the force nrinciple whlch
underlay all Tolowa-Tututnl behavior, or Aae could find refuge
in the wealth pattern by paying the bride price plus an insult
fee to the injured husband.,From the point of view of a
rapacious husband there was a financial premium on discovering
his wife in adultery. When a man conformed in entirety to the
social stress upon accumulating wealth, this situation was
fraught with possibilities of suspiclous, antagonistic and even

brutal relationships between spouses.

“fﬁ There aré:fnstamces where:Eertain prutal inflexibility toward

marital transgressions seems tO function almost of itsown momentum

without conscéous reference to the wealth element involved. However,

A
et te

) this attitude is solely in connectlon with adultery, in other words

with an infringement involving financial transactions, It leads one to

suspect that unconscilously the wealth situation may have reinforced,at

least,

the moralistic one. The two following anecdotes indicate that

Vs

Uhedgzaha a strongly moralistic attltude exsisted which was—not=a

wes AL @e{t‘:o‘s )

vicconsclious wealth emphasisAlwhatever the unconsclous motivations may have

been.

Al




As a child the informant was playing on the bank of the Rogue
river when she saw the corpse of a woman drift down. Her elders sa4d
to her that it must be the body of a woman killed foradultery
and that no one would bury it; it would just be washed out to sea.
Whether or not this was a correct interpretation, i1t reveals the
sterness of the socigty toward marital transjressions.

A man from Tutoten stole a married woman from Mekwanauten. They
returned to Tutoten but the people there chased them away. This
might seem at first blush to be based on the desire to avold
embroilment between Xmm two villages closely related by maariage.
However, the Tutoten man made an adequate payment to the
injured husband which consisted of both a bride price and an insult
fee, Despite this, the people of Tutoten refused to receive
the couple and they went up river Lo l1ive by themselves. The severil
of oetracism in a socisty organized around the mutual financial

and force obligatiéns of the group, is far from slizgnt.
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,/1 slmultaneogfiziyg;e means by which boys were kept partially fed

The education of children fostered the potential
attitudes toward sex trapsgressions.wnicn nave just been described.
Educational precepts stressed the Suﬁression of sex on the one hand
and on the other maximized the desirabiiity of wealth. When a boy
wags about six he was admitted to the men's sweat house and his
contacgs with women were cuttailed. In the sweat house tne older
men "talked to the boys, told them to make money, how to be rich,
not to eat too much or they worlt get rich." A boy 1s warned
particularly "not to think about women all the time" but to
concentrate instead on wealth. Then "people will think eomething of
him, think what a big man he is." If a mother at meal times
showe?@n inclination to pamper her son, the father might cuff the
boy and take him from the dwelling. A wealthy man was supposed to €

———_
eat slowly and avoid evidences of hunger and greediness. (gggﬂ;;ndera\\
-’

e ————— /

whether in analytic terms there could have been any linkage <

|  between sex and food cravings which the educational system suppresaég\
\ A TR IS s S ——— —————— — — P ———— f

g

i
A R, S

waéhthrough the minor vision quest of the area, They Wwere sent
to seek wealth blescings or gambling luck,which 1s its partlal
equivalent. The defree to which the educational system was directed
toward the acquisition of wealth 1s revealed in thé following
quotation from Tolowa Notes,/fh...lf a poor man wanted to be rich
he had to think about a lot of sad thinzgs. He would go to a lucky
mountain and ery and wish hard to be rich. He would thin%k of his
father and mother and how poor they were. He just dat and cried and
thought hard about beads and rich things like that...At dawn he
would come back to the village crying. It was awfully sad to hear

~ bim...Sometimes people go crazy wishing so hard to be rich."

T/ Ve Meachdlid ainGoe e o g
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Although boys were urged to think of wealth and not of women, yet
sex and familial gratifdcations were closely assoclated with wealta,
The intensity of that assoclation 18 brought out by the followling
atatements of a Tututni informant.

Sometimes a really poor

"Only rich men had more than one wife.

He 1is just an old bachelor who

man never gets married at all.
goes on living with his parents. When they die he has to go
live with some rich relative who will taze care of him." i
V‘Egzthe education of girls the same wealth-sex antithesis
was stressed although the specific instructions naturally differed,
Girls had inculcated in them chastity,modesty and industry.
A Tolowa informant stated,"No zirl must ever walk in front of a
man or a boy. If you walked in front of them, people would say

you weren't brought up right. Parents had to tell gzirls all these

&Jthings, especially how you have to act about men." The incentive

parentsoffered to 3irls for proper behavior was a high bride price. This

of course was a social fiction since the bride price paid for a
woman wasg primarily determined by the financial status of her
family. If one wieshed a girl well one said,"I hope someone

buys you for a large price." Virginity was desired 1in marriage.
If a girl were raped, her financial value was definitely lowered.
A sultor would be entitled under such eircumstances to offer less
for her. Her family, therefore,was eager to find the guilty man
and bully him into paying as large a bride ﬁrice as possible. The
family of a girl who was deliberately unchaste might whip her, but
their attitude toward the man remained the same as in rape. The
rape of a widow was a less costly matter although her affinal
family would demand compensation. One informant stated that

married women were even more modest than unmarried zirle."Some

married women are so modest that they wont let anyone see them




make string (rolled on bare thigh)." The reasons are to De sought
in the preceding comments on adultery, the financial relatlonships
between famillies established by marriage, and the fact that

village exogamy and patrilocal residence placed the

ro

il
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woman in & community of strangers who were not necessarily

friendly. The hostility to which a woman may on eccasion De

exposed in a strange community is revealed in the following

was was

anecdote. That she mkgRkxke Dosthumously avenged k& propbably

very little consdélation.

e A richman from Port Orford (Kwatami) married 12 Coquille

woman . She sald she was going to have a child. The husband was zlad

The woman was just lying. Her mother-in-law told her son that his

wife was still having her monthlies. So he got his wife to

gather wood. He made a big fire. He hired another man to help him.

They took the woman and shoved ner in the fire. Then the man asked

if she was golng to have a bapy. He sald she was still having her

monthlies. She wouldn't answer so they shoved ner stlll farther

in the fire. Still she wouldn't talk. They pushed her so far in
{__ that she died of her burns." 5

& It is conceivable that this instance would not have

_ N e —

occurred had the woman's family been closer and able to ppotect
: veaunt hearvt \tian

her. Nevertneless pratection;uue‘frequently remote since wives

from distant villages were felt to have more prestige value than

those from neighboring communities.
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So far during the discussion of education as a formative
force in wWomen's soeial attitudes, the wealth concept has acted
paasively and simply as a reward for acceptable behavior. In
shamanlsm, women had a more active outlet for wealth ideals.

The degree to which this incentive might motivate a girl in ac-
quiring supernatural power is illastrated by the following e%érpts

the
from & statement of a Tolowa informant.

‘"There was a young woman Who must have been poor because she felt
sorry for herself. One day she was eating dried fish eggs and

a woman took them away from her because they were too good for

a poor person. The girl felf sorry for herself and %ept thinking
all the time mf about the fish eggs. 'Some day I hope I get
everything I want,' she sald. She used L0 cry all the time. When
she went to sleep she dreamed she would be a doctor... and money
would come to ner."

To summarize: The education of both sexes stressed the
desirabllity of wealth. Boys were taught to supress sexual
preoccupations although thelir ultimate gratification was a
correlate of money. Girls could express their wealth ldeals
actively by becoming shamans. A high bride price and the
concomitm t social status was an inducement to passive social
conformity. Once a marriage was made, one has the lmpression that
the stress and strain of sex relations was intensified rather than
relaxed 2s they are in our soclety. The brittle monogamy and
casual philanderings of north central California were out of
the question in Tolowa-Tututni soclety. Women responded to this
strain by an increastngly modest attitude probably for the

reasons given above.




The stress and straln of the marital situation Xax

mmwuk \‘-‘v\ \“5"*\.\&’\&:
nnx-%oundwe&a—nannawofwvaneaaaoauén jealousy between 8pOuses.
A jealous husband,who might not be driven by suspicions of
adulthery to torturing 4 confession from his wife, might
neverthelese slash her with a knife 1n rage. A jealous wife
would maltreat and scratch her nusband until he withdrew 1in
ostentatious sulkiness to the men's sweat house. Bo-wlves were
also intractable if the husband showed any preferences. The
following anecdote reveals the stress which might develop in a&x
a polygynous household and tae method of dealing with it. One
wonders if the purely architectural problem of having co-wives

&
occupﬁy the same dwelling did not 1nteasify£ﬁe sitwation.
The heavy plan't houses represented much labor and a man
possessed only one. The easily built and semi-permnanent bark or
some

s'rin houses of mXXNEX areas would have permitted wives to live
separately and would have eased the strain in a socletly which
simul taneously permitted polyzyny and fostered jealousy.

"A Tolowa man from Smith River and five wives. Each one cooks
for herself (customary procedure perhaps indicative that
cooperation was not assumed?). The man slept with each wife in
turn during the course of one night. If he didn't stay long enough
with one woman, that woman got jealous. In the morning th¢man goes
backt to the sweat house and sweats, then he goes back to the
house for breakfast. Then the fight starte.The jealous wife throws
hot coals at his crotch. He 18 all na%ed and jumps around. Then
the women fight with each other, scratch, pull each others hair.
Tne man goes out and lets them fight. If he really gets mad ne

hits them and then goes in the pweat house for a couple of days

and doesn't eat."
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There is an impression of basic antagonism between the
sexee.mﬁis reflected further in the bellef that a mmman
would die within the year if a woman gueseed agalnst him
correctly in a gambling game. As a result women did not participate
directly in this favorite pastime although they were allowed to
watch games and place bets. TREXWxzXzxxizixxr In other tribes
outside of the northwest coast area women Were often debarred
from gambling directly againet men, but ENXEXEXRXARAAKLEXX O e

o ontRelen on Y nsemolae U L gl
my knowledge this jexplanation has not been reported»\ Qv s Q{h}.qﬁ

Despite certain implications in the foregoing paragraphs
upon the inferior status of women,such was actually not the case.
That wives could thoroughly dlescomfit a husband and drive him to
1neffectﬁnal sulking in the wweat house, does not imply such a
situation. It has already been stated that women derived prestige 3

L Com nzcth dinee?t ou_&,? M&w\oﬂ*b\:\hmw&uqkqwﬂwf

value from a high bride price,, For infringement of sextabus,
there were penalties for both men and women. The women's

penalties took the form of brutal treatment Migd loss of status,

but the men were subject to onerous fines. In marriages, the




3}€ pride's dowry which consisted primarily of the valuable buskskin
V~% dance dress was a gift to the mother-in-law. She became its

: ;' custodian and in case of divorce was responsible for ite return.

;Aq Also a girl was not entirely the pawn of her family in contracting
; 5 a marriage. It wili be recalled that in cases of pre-nuptlal

; 3 1ntercou€se the woman's family usually tried to legalize the

z marriage;%ecuring a bride price. Girls were therefore in a position
g j to force a marriage in cases of remantic attachments and this

5:.? was an opportunity of which they seemed to have availed themselves.
g 3~
+5 § { Purthernorer—a—souree—of—tneome—wrch—hes not—yet—oeen ey e
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5'?€ Tadeprdoza—s—tt the wealth concomitants of religion
jf : waien can be briefly reviewed. Aes in other phases of society

E ;j the financial emphasis was present. Shamane received payménts for
xz')i curgiL;A;;h;§§;50n$~waemthavknomlad5e of-fteormalae. These were

j*; gecured either by purchase or revelatlon. They can be envisaged

as commodities which could be rented. If mourners needed purificatien
1f luck wae needed in hunting or fishing, etc. the person who
possessed the requisite formula was hired to repeat it. It was usually
numbled Sso that change listeners would not learn 1t. However, &

man might definitely purchase the xnowledge from the owner and
thereafter use it legitimately.In death observances very little
destruction of nroperty occurred., Dwellings were left intact id
relatives could use them. Canoes, regalia and all paraphéﬁalia of

v A

the deceased wes utilised by his heirs. This attitude 1is quite in

harmony XhiE with their inability to understand the distributlon
or destruction of nroperty at potlatches. However the Tolowa-
Tututni did not minimize this crisls. Instead they characterlaticall7

translated it into a series of prestige values which were worth
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money .|| Has mourners had to be apitd before the communlty could

\
—

: :
enjoy the single ceremonial festivity of the year, the ten night#

dance of the winter monthe. Also &2 moufrners were surrounded

with a whole series of insult potentialitlies Whose breach meant

substantial fines. The widely distributed name tabu &én the dead

wae one of the strongest.; Certain first fishing privlle%ges for

mourners were also recognized. Private owmership 6f fishlﬁg

sites, ordinarily 1n{?nyanCe, was strinzently resurrected in case
The Lene ova i

of mourner's status. ¥ememers were thrown into a frenzy of

"touchiness" and other individuals were penalized for their loss.




War among the Tolowa-Tututni is a final subject to be

briefly discussed in the light of financial aspects. It has
been pointed out before that all settlements of torts were carried
on by haggling and that the agreement reached rested ultimately
on a show of force. If bloodshed were precipitated by personal
feuds there mignt follow a series of mufgers J;d amb&scades‘
which really constituted Tolowa-Tututni warfare.Meanwhile with
each death or injury the debts for compensatory payments accumulated
This in turn eventually involved the richmen of the villages
through the principle of referred responsibility previously mentla<d.
When the final reckoning came the two sides mustered all
avallable men and camped opposite each other. Several go-betweens
met in the neutral center ground and tried to reach a satisfactory
settlement. Each side offered compensations for damages and in
turn demanded compensations for theirown injuries. If an
azreement Were reached, the side which had inflicted the WaXEX
more severe damages was the one liable for the larger payment.
As Kroeber has stated for the Yurok, "Indany event the greater
financial drain bore on the wlnner."/%roeber nas also polnted out
in this connection that this concept of war is signally 1ll-
adapted from our point of view to a soclal system organized
around the acquisition of wealth. War , which has economlic
motivation in our culture, had no such interpretation in the
area under consideration. The Tolowa-Tututnl and thelr neighbors
seem to have falled to interpret this institution to theilr
financial advantage even though the wealth concept was 1newitably
in!ecﬁgd into 1t.

In addition to the non-acquisitive character of
Tolowa-Pututnl warfare it will be recalled that interest on loans

and debt slavery were also singularly unexploited wealth
/KA»(,\\-(A’ “ L. \‘\n-—-c'i-"x"—,-c&. g’:‘j& \“O‘M o¢' O.A-D.r%r\ma.&.‘ B“’EB 70 L}q ) 19
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insitutions from the Euro-American point of view. Such exceptions
N

make the picture of wealth as an integrative factor in Tolowa-

Tututnl soclety less convincingly simple and sharp, but it is

e

essentlial to be aware of such discrepancies in order to correctly

balance a portrayal of thelir culture. Probably no culture is

Ruel Qo

__1{,"\‘ \,.o -14(41?('4

completely integrated. It 1s to be expected that there will
always be found certain institutions and flelds of behavior
untouched by the dominating iimaksxx drives of the social group.

The three EsizmaxIuimuxx Iinstitutidns just mentioned, are phases

.
e

of Tolowa-Tututnl culture in which wealth concepts were deeply

rooted but which were not exploited to maximum advantage. Another
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case In point 1s the laxness with which the concept of private

"
property in land fuqctiofd. Despite the highly personalized

‘
.

Pt lon

relationships of the culture, individual land ownership was submergédd

in the interest of the rin group.jghere were in addition certain

J
f 3
z -
¥9 1argely
%{_, institutions waich were hat only unexploited but alsopuntouched
gfgcgl by the wealth concept. Primary among these ¥88 the zitrls'
g I ; adolescence observances. The Tolowa had at least a ceremonial
T N
=Y4 ., dance where a certain Jesree of wealth display was possible, akthough
‘f‘i r o Yoy, T Nomndh o aehs ~a O,
()ulf that was not its function.,The Tututni, " omewer, lacked eama:::n:m..
b ‘_1) L— Rereere s [ PP
g 3 Tnelr rltes were purely ingividual and Lee=deed practically &ii wealtn
> & o § Mmgb- K risndlag o\aervommie el ¥

emphases except that e glrl dressed in the best finery she

l\
could muster during the fimal rites. Slight as this display
- WPV
elemnet was, one case 4= on. vecord of an adolescent arousing
such envy by her fine clothing that her death a short time after
O mafﬁ;m

was attributed to polsoninz by sm=—ensEsad cnemy. Child wirth
observances were also singularly free from wealth RXXAAXEX
interpretations. Dentalia were tied &n the infant's ankles

almost immediately after birth. A father usually gave a feast

e
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Wwhen the child was about one year old "so no one whuld wish him
bad luck" which might well include lack of xmaXik sucess in

wealth pursdfts.Formulists who removed birth contaminations, midwivesonde
cradle makers were all paid for their services. Persons who pierced the
So far certain situstioms=eag relatlionships have been childrens nansd
sugzested WEOEE —Taetiesltunettoriae —relall oasnipn—ae not Deeg’
i abiemest

discussed. For instance, there are two social classes, the rich and

the poor distinguisned by separate terms. ©S5laves, 4s & by-prodtict
of poverty, are grouped with the poor for our immediate purposes.
The richman is the state surrogate but no autocrat since he depends
hg-Geperc upon the z00d will of his village kinsmen 1o maintain
the show of force whuEbAa_haﬁ4a-ﬁo—ﬁho—éaa&&ﬁuﬁinn—aazha5511ng\Ukﬁi~“xm*“
aﬁt-uitnb-upe;iall financial transactions. Boys are drilled in the
desirability of acquiring wealth. Placing all these factors together
and juxtaposing them to the essentlal democracy 8o 5enerally found
among small aggregates of primitive peoples, one might suppose that
there was a constant snift of individuals from one social class to
the other. Actually however, informants and case material indicate
that this wae not nn:ﬁ;:ﬁﬁfn Social status was relatively stable.
The reason maybe discovered by balancing the debits and credits of
an individual's financlal negollations. Sources of income, or the
potential credit side of everyone's book-teeping were: 1) bride-
price for daughters minus her dowry,2) blood money for a relative
who nhad been tilled, 3) payments for a large range of insults 4)
Fhorn omntars 0
mourner's compensation before the ten night dance, 5)AﬁbQW1ed3e of
wloel~ were re w&'uo.:\‘ mexm‘fuwﬁﬁ\)uu%,g file eramea
formulaen On the debit side however must be entered the reverse
of every one of these items. Theoretically every man's budzet was
balanced. However let us suppose an optimum situation for the accu-
mulédtion of wealth. Eo;;n had four daughtersand only one son. We

should expect him to accumulate a surplus from the bride prices of

his daughters. It is true, that as a poor man he might receive only
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eighty dollars apiece for them and only a portion of that would

(@oneys\
be in dentalial He would then be in possession of approximately

two hundred and forty dollars minus approximately one hundred
dollars for dowry. If all four daughters remained married and
1iquidated the marriage contract by bearing children wno survived,
w alla :

e then be lBa——pegtstewm to buy his son & high priced
woman. In addition he might have accumulated wealth by a

knowledge of formulae or shamanism. He would then be in a position
to raise the status of the second generation in nis family.
Actually however, the moment that he accumulated such a surplus

the richman of the village was in a position to tax him prOportionauy
for the settlemﬁet of blood feuds, of mourner's rignts, or the
bridecprice paid for the richman's son. The richman was in a posltion
to force these contributions since niszaﬁdiﬁxtgiémgg;:m;;sentlal
;;'maintalnlng a balance in the debit-credit situation outlined
above. It is of course conceivable that a poor man who had succeeded
in accumulating wealth would thereby secure followers.'\H% mizht
then establish glfﬁ;i;swmée And

it 1s possible that in rare cases iksh did occur, but not sufficienﬂY

often to disturb therstabiltty between the soclal classes. The
point to be made in this connection 1s that the educational stress
placed upon the acquisition of wealth as the road to social approval,
was a soclal fiction which sould not be realized by most of the
{ndividuals in whom it was instilled. Benedlct maxx&x in Patterns

of culture)Las sugzested that one category of psychopaths

is produced by a competitive society which instils social

POPW AP 'y to
ideals which the 1nd1v1dual is

\'\W (B'Nfo-bw-\-“
ReaPable—ef TEalTtzing adebwowsh ne may accept them. That the
Tolowa-Tututni society produced such individuals whom 1t

sonsidered, in itsown terms, psychopathic, is sugzested by then'}attﬂ'u.ét

W‘ p‘.&u\', 7 g




toward the very poor. Among the Tolowa-Tgtutni the society
creates demands in the individual which 1it, as a social mechanism,
has no devices for satisfying. This 1s closely connected with
the familiar discrepancy between theory and practice which occurs
in many cultureés. Here the significart point is ‘dwm& the

p..sowe.:\.\t.\; oy e plontad
discrepancy betweenhsocial ideals and the structure for theilr
realization. In other words, the socliety 1ltself as a superorganic
structurejis dislocated. Whether such a dislocated struqture
is reflected in the psychology of those who participate in 1t,
is a matter for further investigation.

In concluslon)certain speculations of a generallzed nature
suggest themselves., This paper has been devoted to demonstrating
Semenn Boa T Lo wron =T X,

the exgent to which wealth integrated soclal institutionsp However,
a dominating engrossment may produce the interrelationsnip of

; function smoothly,..
inetitutions without necessarily producing & Boclety Which will,\
Such I feel to be the case among the Tolowa-Tututni. Although wealbh
permeated and knit together the structural interrelationsihlips
of their institutions, the underlying lubrication of the soclal
machinery was a potential use of force, as exenpliéied in the
the pattern of haggling. The wealth emphasis gave Tolowa-Tututni
socliety its appearance of consistency and cohereneg, but in
reality that very coherence between soclal forms was the root
of deep seated conflicts. It seems nossible that institutlions

Wthi’l o bt OOt o420 Gt e Sw-Pra—- ’ ey
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produce stress and strain in the structure as a whole, as well as
whoee function is to permit men and women

in the individual. For instance, marriage 18 an institution)to

produce offspring with soclal status and to cooperate for mutual

economic advantage. When that direct purpose 1s elaborated by a

whole series of concom*itany attitudes and is obscured by a variety
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of ramified obligations, the ppesibility e that institutlion to

yo ¥ ST R
function smoothly and directly %= more remote. If such is the case,
there are only two solutions, violent and disruptive outbreaks
or an intensely repressive formalizatlon. Thus, I feel, that
the Tolowa-Tututni wealth attitude was instrumental in creating
tensions which easily broke out in acts of violence,. That these

vholences could be deflected by money atonements does not lessen

the underlying confllcts.




